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m ®

A g AR d 44T 1 4 4R 1 (ribosomal DNA, rDNA) p & & 7 I& %
(internal transcribed spacer, ITS)2 & 7] » 143t 5% 20 Ak 2 £ f§ oA
GHMG o208 FRABEOITS Aol Fm v mEEFEFR 2ITST ®
B3 37 B %R A 2 ITS2 %37 35 B % £ ie - 1 Kimura 2-parameters
¥ By Aa A ik et (genetic distance) s # miz 20 A FERF chi @
BEHE 4 3t 0-0.062 B o & % 4c g T 33 € % (unweighted pair-group method
analysis, UPGMA)i = ¥ & &~ 17 » & = = M % M % & B (phylogenetic
tree) e R R BT R2Z P BEF ARG H G ORI HPPBLET WA
=~ #8732 R (R. lasiostylum) ~ = * # F§ (R. rubropilosum) ~ § %
 §8 (R. kanehirai) ~ = ;2 j§ (R. breviperulatum) ~ & * ¥ f§ (R. oldhamii) ~
¥ H FB(R. noriakianum) ~ ® & < { f§(R. nakaharai) ~ ¢ % % 1§53 (R.
taiwanalpinum) ~ ~ = # §§ (R. longiperulatum)£ 2 1 §§ (R. simsii)ﬁ]% R -
# & 5 855 (R. lamprophyllum) & & #7-(R. ovatum)iF &% = ¥ =
# 1 F§ (R. hyperythrum) ~ & <~ ¥ §8(R. morri) ~ & # ¥ j8(R. formosanum)
% 1 i 42 §8 (R. pseudochrysanthum) £ = % {2 j8 (R. rubropunctatum)iF & %
ZHEPH TR FEREE ISR LER AN - FH e it ITS B
AT E ARG M GE P T BRI RS RS- R B R

MaEF: BB~ - RAGM B - PBEEPR - P ESFREFR

o)

PV
AY

# Fg i % (Subgenus Rhododendron) % 1 fg i- # (Ericaceae)e 4 » & -
AR LA S AT AL & FIERY ©5 (Kron et al,, 1993) - # 1 1976
EA ot FARE- FAPL LRI BEEARE T Ik (Bean, 1976) - >
3 00 R A A RAGHNH L ENAEZ AW WL AIRDEF

" ERBEE LR B R L LA HAT R R AT R
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By RApmd s p4AERGEG NG 5304 g T HHE
BESH o AP RS SRR N ST HEEEOE2 6,1088) -

CAE FORPBESGA L MARIFART T AF - RTER T
PR EF R SRS BB SRR AL 19 (R
1988) o 16 kX F 2 1§ (1989)1 % - T HFh /™ 2 3 BH PR F R L5 &
J\Jfﬂlﬁ'g;ffgﬂﬁ'g;f@,,;i\,l,ﬂﬁgmﬂa,’ngl;,«’#ﬂﬁg;a)@aﬁu B JE IT
R REBRBORFRE L SR LEBARIEG L RO R L TG

cARABPEEF 1482 - BRA féf °

BER P IRAL AL ~ AL s R R IV E S E T R LR T H F8
s g2 5P 2+ (Kron eta/ 1999): # i d »> ¢ A, 8 % 5 X | %
BFF @ e e (lgbal etal.,, 1995) - i1 & &k > d 3t o 3 4 5 & L i chy
B DNAA\%‘?“ MR EL YN EELGFC AR RER B ARZ BRAE
t DNA chao 45 ¢ > p e B R 5 B v L REFmER Y F B
(polymerase chain reaction, PCR)# jiv » o % pt F v B fosg ~ & — 4~ § 57
MR E RN EITE R FI R AR REAF A F R S
PCR 5 & ® » Z*zcdf e DNA B B & =5 & 23 - @531 3 (primer) » &
F &g ¢ 4>z 48 deoxynucleoside triphosphate(dATP » dCTP » dGTP %
dTTP) > 2 fic® 4 DNA 4 4 » &t i £ «h@ 2 g drip ™ » DNA R & 2 %
TR FREF oL FE AR BER - DNA A i 2 (denature) ~ 31 3
A(annealing)ua 3l + chat @ (extension)® = B iE 42> ¢ #5351 F @ 5 DNA
FE o+ B a4 % 4k (Arnheim and Erlich, 1992) -

= DNA A\%‘ri R T FIREDLSPRE  ERBTE A TSP RA
REDE R 2 a2 4773 B cn DNA R o P2 45 4 12 & (ribosomal DNA, rDNA)
AP wR LA DNA 8 > v 3 & ERwied o - FLHER
# 7] (tandem array)sn € 4f 1+ & 7] %= (repeated gene families) » =3 %4 ¢ 44
g% iz 2 = ¢ .« (nucleolar organizer region)(Appels et al., 1980; Kato et
al., 1990; Waldron et al., 1983)- d % | % & € % (unequal recombination)
e 7 F1 #& % (gene conversion) 3 47 (Beech et al.,, 1993) > & B £ 4F ¥ = &F
Fow i AR vt o 2 B (DNA €4 E 79 > & 57 - RP R ESHPTHE A 7
(coding sequence) > fr- £ 2L &L T IR % (intergenic spacer, IGS) -
Vs B A Y o2 7 1855852 26SrRNA & = B A % 2 ¢ 58S
rRNA A F]» % & 18S 2 26S rRNA %?]FZ? L3 - B pEEF R (internal
transcribed spacer, ITS) - & rDNA 2z i 7] % ﬁ_v’ » 185~ 5.8S {r 26S rRNA
ér]‘?v“ 2R iw it AR R FIL R ERT TR AR T
By o 29 4 3t 18STRNA £ F % E'_mﬁm [ £ RE Y - Fe e FAY S

Fn

(‘r\}
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T 3 A 3F i (review in Pace etal. 1989) - x 2 > d ** rDNA 2. ITS §= IGS
NEHP LD RFATFZERZ AT s % 2 (D'Ovidio, 1992) » F] ¢+ >
Pae 3 40g 5Py I ITS R 2ERARG MG AT (review in 2 &
£,1999) - AR FEIE S G g 0 4 T ITS BB EFRBERP
Pentanthera & (section):f & & % 0= iz (Scheiber et al., 2000) -

Ay Al PCR B #5894 vk 4 £ Fg rDNA 2 ITS & & 4 12
EAT TR NFEFR BB EOE BRI RGH G R ARTFREEAR
BLEREZTHEY -

HEE s %

-~ B

AFET 20 S RABRPBIHE(R ) XU SHBERADF LY
tk #(Gaultheria itoana) 3 * ¥ & 7 & 7 o
ok
(- )DNA z_ 3 B~

= Shure & % (1983)c = 2 4 P~ P f % £ 2 % DNA» o » % £ & 3+
(Hitachi U-2001 Spectrophotometer)p] z_j& £ 260nm % ¢ k= k£ g -
& DNA & > 53-20C*° & * o

(= )PCR F &

PCR 3l 5 %4 5% 4 (1999) > 5 pp 3 # 2 kA 4T 1 10mM
Tris-HCI(pH8.3), 50mM KCI, 1.5mM MgCl,, 0.01%(w/v) gelatin, 0.2mM
dATP, 0.2mM dGTP, 0.2mM dCTP, 0.2mM dTTP & IT1 2 IT2 31 &+ %
0.5uM > & i 4 » 10ng #cix DNA > 4c & F-k R FHF 4 = 50pl > &
3 0.6ml e o g o £ B R A G 4~ S50ul (HF @ (mineral oil)
B4 F R~ #95% E (Biometra) e F BB FE R Z FET 40T
£ 94°CF & 10 & 4 > 2R 15 4 1.25 units # Taq DNA % & f% 2
(Amersham) > &7 kF & 2 & 4T > 94CF & 45 4 > 58C » & 45
F)o72CF 1282 = HhReF10BHKE FFL 94CF B ASF -
54CF 45 4) » 7T2CF s 1 A &% = #H i (5 30 B % - & (& 72T
F R 10 » 4 - % PCR 4 ® 2 % - 0.8%3% " (agarose)” TBE % firi
PRk A d o i EtBr(ethidium bromide, 0.5 pg/mh 4 & {5 » % ¢k F T
BE R

- N~ B
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21208 cBRAPBOLEF s tarf ~ITSAEAEARZ AFIEY R 7| 5L
Table 1. A list of 20 taxa of Rhododendron spp. used, systematic classification, ITS
length, and accession numbers.

5L o R I ) et ITS &R B 7| g
Abbreviations species and chinese name ITS Accession
classification® length number in
(bp) GenBank
Subgenus Hymenanthes Section Ponticum
R. for R. formosanum = 642 AF285854
R. hyp R. hyperythrum 2 @ Fg 642 AF432426
R. mor R. morri o 642 AF432422
R. pse R. pseudochrysanthum 2. .1 4 f§ 642 AF432424
R. rub R. rubropunctatum ik HTE 642 AF285842
Subgenus Tsutsusi Section Tsutsusi
R. bre R. breviperulatum 2 B FE 643 AF432425
R. kan R. kanehirai 5 kg 643 AF172290
R. las R. lasiostylum ¥ 2458 643 AF285845
R. lon R. longiperulatum < H g 643 AF285847
R. nak R. nakaharai L B 643 AF285846
R. nor R. noriakianum ‘o F 4 FB 643 AF285856
R. old R. oldhamii £~ 643 AF285843
R. rubro R. rubropilosum 2L TR 643 AF285849
R. sim R. simsii B 78 643 AF285848
R. tai R. taiwanalpinum o A% L g 643 AF432479
Section Brachycalyx
R. mar R. mariesii TR L 643 AF285844
Subgenus Azaleastrum Section Azaleastrum
R. lam R. lamprophyllum £ P E 5 A1 643 AF285855
R. ova R. ovatum S 643 AF432421
Section Choniastrum
R. ell R. ellipticum a5 - 643 AF285841
Subgenus Rhododendron Section Vireya
R. kaw R. kawakamii ® “H B 648 AF432450

[

i35 Yang et al(1999) 2 & o #F

(= )Glass milk ® 4z DNA
# PCRAFWAF M BT As > 5 EtBr 24 15 & UV %
e £k & (365 nm)z UV & g% DNA i & (band) > * f23] 7 # ¢ i
DNA i+ > T % » 1.5mlpc& g~ ¢ ¢ »& 100mg 0¥ 3 4 » 500 |
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Nal solution(6M sodium iodide) » % ** 50°C-kig ¢ > PF % # & 4o F
W IMH R ARG BT 4 r i £ 0 Glass milk(Geneclean
Kit I, BIO 101)(DNA & % 5ug 12 ™ » 4c » 5pul & Glass milk » = 3 4
1ug > 78 # 4 1ul Glass milk) > fw# fic=x > @ 23538 & » ¥ E k9 5
453 DNA ## 222 Glassmilk 2 & »pe g > % Glass milk 7 Bk »
F A+ kx> 500-700ul 7 New wash solution(NaCl /ethanol /water)
FELIK P 3% 0 Bt MR i B & KRBT %t 10,000rpm e
Srdg B EkRi- Aol Egpe g TEE vz DNA-
(= )B 7] & 47
w 4z &5 DNA = PCR #t % i3l & 5 3 B 3513 » &4 dideoxy
chain-termination /2 > 2 ABI377 p & # B k& 728 2 F 5 o
- KAGd A XN X NEHFERA o PHEARFF RE2RE LS
Tz G RF RO FRFESG TERDEENFGT 2
(I)F# A7
A~ 7 3 i @ e 4t (genetic distance) Kimura 2-parameters
% 2. (Kimura, 1980) » £ 54 MEGA version 2.1 = % # %2 (Kumar et al.,
2001) » 2 7 4 ¢ L 32 € ;2 (unweighted pair-group method analysis,
UPGMA)(Rohlf et al., 1982) % = 4}k B -

FBREETEH

AFE L AT enil 3 > 020 % |TST 2 ITS2 % # > rDNA #7 e iz & 4o B
120 AP fEi-2 “t¥E3 Lo e PCR AP ST AL 3 > FRE - i
ForaAE - FHo TS £ 47 H = (repeat unit)eh& B ¥ - R o F & § o
Bt ud PCRAVFEREFHEAF - SR 71 - E X AFIRERF
st FEF AP AT ITS % 0 2 ¢ § 70bp 7 26S rDNA % # ; 43bp
18S rDNA % 32 - 20 A # FB =« ITS % & & B /i %t 642-648bp & - # ¢ 5.8S
rDNA % & 2 % 5 164bp > ITS1 % & 4 ** 253-255bp & ; ITS2 * & 4
% 225-229bp B o it 21 B A s 0 ITST1 2 ITS2 A& 7] 54 7] {5 > B3 3
493 Frffc o 3 20 R FPM vt 0 & ITST R8¢ § 37 BikAH S 5 1
M ITS2 %@ 3 35 B AHE F AR 2) L7 N FRT2H %L
B0 % % P BE F *Y Scheiber et al.(2000)4] * ITS it 7 4+ fg 7= e 4 47 (38
B %R A) - *iEd > Scheiber et al.(2000)%_4- % Pentanthera & p 15
fAE2-BAREHNEFEHPEFLAIT - RA > AP T DRI BEPRTILP
s ul e B RO F T RS e AR e
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IT2: 5 GTAAGTTTCTTCTCCTCCGCT 3’
IT1 /

18S rDNA 5.8S rDNA 26S rDNA |.

IGS ITS1 ITS2 IGS
| | IT2

ITS region
IT1: 5> TCGTAACAAGGTTTCCGTAGGT 3'
B 1. IDNA sl A 24> 2 PCRAZ AP BU PR AFIF L (ITS)51 5 fTh =} o
Fig. 1. The structure of ribosomal DNA of higher plants. The positions of internal
transcribed spacer(ITS)regions relative to 18S, 5.8S and 26S rDNA, and

the intergenic spacer(IGS). Corresponding positions of primers(IT1 and
IT2)used for PCR and sequencing.

ITS1
— 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
R. for -TCGAAACCT GCCAACAAGC AGAAAACGTG CGAACTTGTC T--AATACAG TGGGGAATGC GTGGGTTGGG GCCTCGTT-- ATCTTTCCTT
R. hyp - T e s e
R. mor - . 1 S T,
R. pse - e T e e
R. rub - Tt e e
R. bre - S T...-- C...C.....
R. kan - ... T e e e T...-- C...C.....
R. las - T e e e T...--Cooooit
R. lon - . .. ... T e e e T...-- C...C.....
R. nak - T e e e T...-- C...C.....
R. nor - T e e e T...-- C...C.....
R. old - . T e e T...-- C...C.....
R. rubro - .. s T e e e T...-- C...C.....
R. sim - T e e e T...-- C...C.....
R. tai - T e e T...-- C...C.....
R. mar - T.. oo A e T...--Cooooiin
R. lam -, ... ..., ... T oo T.. ..... C.... .G-...G... ...... T o T...--C.........
R. ova -, ...... ... T oo T.. ..... C.o... JA-.AG... ..., T o T...--C.........
R.ell - T e e T...--C.........
R. kaw ST s T.. ... -0 GoA e N G
G. ito T.GA...... - ACC. .. ....... A AT.C.TTC. G..A.G...T ........ T. ...CA...GC C..GCC....
100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180
R. for CCGCTTTCCC CTCGCGAGTA GATGTTCGCG GAGCTTTCGG GCAACGTGTT CATTT-ACTT GTCAAACAA- CGAACCCCGG CGCAAAACGC
R. hyp ... ... .. .. [C I G e e e e e e
R. mor ... L Govvvnn o G T T e e
R. pse ... . Govvvion o Gt e e e
R. rub ... Govvvonn o G T T e e
R. bre ... L Govvvvnn o Govvn vl TA o e G im s
R. kan ... ... L Govvvvnn o [ TA oo e G om e
D B Govvvonn o Govvo ol TA o e G im s
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230 240
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GCCAAGGATA A-TTGAACAA AGTTTGTGCA CGTCCCCTGC CCGTTTCCGG GTGGTGTTGG CGTGCACA-T CTTTCGAATA ACATTGCGTC
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.......... A € T A
.......... L € O A
.......... U € Y A
.......... U € O A
.......... L € T A
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......................... G o
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190 200 210 220
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.......... AL Gl
.......... E L €
.......... E L €
.......... s Gl
.......... e e Col
.......... e e Col
.......... N
.......... AL Gl
.......... L L €
.......... S
.......... E L
.......... e e Gl
.......... GGl
........ Ao Ao A= Col L LUTGC
280 290 300 310

ATCCACTCAC CCCGTGCCTC ATCGA-CGGG TAAGTGTGTG GGCGGATATT GGCCCCCCGT TCACATCCGT GCTCGGTTGG CCTAAAAATG

.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-AA.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
.......... G-.A.. ......C
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R.ell oo G-oor o Cor s e T... ... Coo i

R. kaw .. G-.ovv ol C... .. Ao e T... ... Cov v

G. ito Coooi. E A LGA.GG.AT. CCG...C. o i e e e Co. oo -A
370 380 390 400 410 420 430 440 450

R. for ACGGTCCCCG ATGATGGACA TCACGGCAAG TGGTGGTTGC CAAACCGTCG CGTCATGTCG TGCATGCCA- TTCTTTGTCG CGGG-CTGGC

R YD e e e e e e

R MO e e e e e EI

R DS e e e e e -

R U e e e e e R TT..-.....

R. bre ... L o e e [

R. kan ... L o e e e [

R. las ... G e e e e e G.....

R. lon ... ... ... ... o e e e [

R. nak ... L o e e e T, ..o e [

R. nor ... Ll o e e e (R

R. old ... e e e e G.....

R. rubro ... Ll o e e e [

R. sim ... L o e e e [

R. tai ... o e e e e e G.....

R. mar ... L. o e e e T, ... e -

R. lam ... ... ... L o e e Govvvo v e R

R. ova ... L o e e Govvvr vl e EI,

R. ell AL o e e GC.... ... ... R T. .... - A

R. kaw ... L A e A -

G. ito CG....... Ao Cooool ol A e - .(G.C...T -T
460 470 480 490

R. for TCATCGACCC TTAAGTACCA TCAAC---TG TGGTACCTCA ACT

R. hyp o e e

R. mor . e e

R. pse o e e

R. rub o e e

R. bre ... AT, - Covvnnn L

R. kan ... oo AT, .- Covvnnn o

R. las ... . 0 oo LAT. .- Covvnnn o0

R. lon ... ... .0 Lo AT, .- Covvnnn o0

R. nak T AT. .- Covvnnn L

R. nor ... AT, .- Covvnnn o0

R. old T AT, .- Covvnnn o

R. rubro ... oo AT, .- Covvnnn o0

R. sim ... AT, - Covvnnn L

R. tai ... AT, .- Covvinn o

R. mar ..o T..... e e C

R. lam ... ... o e e

R.ova oo e

R.ell o Teeen T

R. kaw G AC.C ...

G. ito Coovvnnnt GG .G e C..Co..... ...

C
B2 -V ®20f % Rh2 B2 ¥R Lo RETZ PP RN £ 5% (ITST,
5.8SrRNA A 7], ITS2)2. & 7] » 5.0 4 1o
Fig. 2. Sequence comparison of ITS1 and ITS2 regions from 20 taxa of genus
Rhododendron and G itoana in Taiwan. The abbreviations of

Rhododendron species were shown in Table1. Dots(.)indicate the same
nucleotides and gaps(-)are introduced to maximize homology.
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#-20 ® 1 f§ 2 b ¥ (Gaultheria itoana) s ITS1 2 ITS2 & 7] i& {7 S »
. Kimura 2-parameters = 2 74 & > H 3 3 % A F ehf @ peag 4 20
0-0.204 /& > # 7 20 A FER «H:f B4 4 > 0-0.062 - ¥ & 20 A FE
B ehid @&E smjé /130 0.190-0.204(% 2) - {14p itk Bl *T X R 2 $ AT 0
FCRNC " B %m}fngrinﬁ'gx;g'*u;v\qu‘.ii,ﬁc’ﬁ*g#;g(
lasiostylum) ~ = £ # §F8 (R. rubropilosum) ~ % % # §§ (R. kanehirai) ~ = /£ #
g (R. brewperulatum) & * ¥ j§ (R. oldhamii)~ = ¥ 4 §§ (R. noriakianum) ~
* Rk~ 4 f§ (R. nakaharai) ~ - % % L ¥ 58 (R. taiwanalpinum) ~ ~ % # f§ (R
longiperulatum) & £ 1 f8 (R. simsii) jf > % - # ;. & ¥ § £ i (R.
lamprophyllum) & 5 4 i (R. ovatum) o ® - ¥ 5 o3 @K FE(R
hyperythrum) ~ & = # §§ (R. morri) ~ - %+ 58 (R. formosanum)% % .L ﬁ%
(R. pseudochrysanthum)£ ‘= % 2 j§ (R. rubropunctatum)f & % = # -
b »o@ = (R. ellipticum) ~ % =+ f§ (R. kawakamii) 2 = 35 & . & (R.
mariesSiif) ~» w p = - F > HP g% {CE % - FRLIET ITEAEL LSS

CERLRG(W ) R BREE RS AL 20 1A
e BLH B R G @m”}a’ L % (subgenus Rhododendron) ; %
P BALTE S B AR F % R BRI & B (subgenus Azaleastrum) o
H ¢ Kf 7w Y% (L Choniastrum @ > #H v L g - & (section

Azaleastrum) ¥ PR HFS B cFBEFE 2 LB ﬁ% B kM
BB A Y PR & fgq(subgenus Hymenanthes) - # 2 # 5§ ~ = £ # f§ -
%1%*@‘@/4@-&?%‘ S-S “’ﬁ-‘“ﬁ%’ PR R r«’fﬁéiv%*ﬁ'%
< H PR RFES ﬁ L iz Bt e L 2 37 A (subgenus Tsutsusi) o #2 @
“,f 7% Wk L i 5 Brachycalyx & b > B v ¥ i Tsutsusi & (section
Tsutsusi)(Yang et al., 1999; He et al., 1999) - ##= 7 ~ 47 rDNA 2. ITS &
Bo A rtde BHBEAMN T HD s 21 L BP & & (section)
B A (212 F8)

20 B AR A2 ITS AR Al 7o 27

Peiiug

ben

g A %«ﬂﬁ&

LRHFEAREFIR 2 - P BB HFRR LA o B E 2 7 (1989)
AT o M b w AT R L L g A § % % (2001) * E & A8
trnF-trnL A A F h P e B 7 A 4 Ao B R 2 B T L F s PR H =
B ~22 B2 LUBEIAPT 277 FRAEF AL DHFFY L
AEFEARE S oy BF 2R (2001)FE T AR F o Mt mE B FRE
ﬂﬁﬁﬁ'l@ﬁ??ﬂ—ﬁi?i*-;ﬁ%*ﬁ'gﬁh""’?-%*ﬁ?ﬁ?f'—ﬁ?“Wﬁ%*ﬁ'@ Rl = I
?i%*ﬁ'%)@)"# %i—ficﬂﬁ#ﬂﬁliﬁ—r -0 - AR S A A 2 A

B BBFE - £ L HFE - wEHE Y RABFE rz?rﬁi'ﬁﬁ,% < % Hfg -

S

-
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Table 2. Genetic distances of ITS sequence among 20 species of genus Rhododendron.
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R.for R hyp R mor R.pse R rub R.bre R kan R.las R.lon R.nak R.nor R.old R.rubro R sim R.tai R.mar R.lam R.ova R.ell R.kaw
R. for
R. hyp 0.013
R.mor 0.013 0.000
R.pse 0.013 0.000 0.000
R.rub  0.017 0.004 0.004 0.004
R.bre  0.059 0.050 0.050 0.050 0.054
R.kan 0.057 0.048 0.048 0.048 0.052 0.002
R. las 0.054 0.046 0.046 0.046 0.050 0.004 0.002
R. lon 0.057 0.048 0.048 0.048 0.052 0.002 0.000 0.002
R.nak 0.061 0.052 0.052 0.052 0.057 0.006 0.004 0.006 0.004
R.nor  0.057 0.048 0.048 0.048 0.052 0.002 0.000 0.002 0.000 0.004
R.old  0.059 0.050 0.050 0.050 0.055 0.004 0.002 0.004 0.002 0.002 0.002
R. rubro 0.059 0.050 0.050 0.050 0.054 0.000 0.002 0.004 0.002 0.006 0.002 0.004
R.sim  0.057 0.048 0.048 0.048 0.052 0.006 0.004 0.006 0.004 0.008 0.004 0.006 0.006
R. tai 0.054 0.046 0.046 0.046 0.050 0.004 0.002 0.004 0.002 0.006 0.002 0.004 0.004 0.002
R.mar 0.046 0.041 0.041 0.041 0.046 0.039 0.037 0.034 0.037 0.037 0.037 0.039 0.039 0.036 0.034
R.lam 0.048 0.041 0.041 0.041 0.046 0.045 0.043 0.041 0.043 0.048 0.043 0.045 0.045 0.043 0.041 0.043
R.ova 0.052 0.046 0.046 0.046 0.050 0.050 0.048 0.045 0.048 0.052 0.048 0.050 0.050 0.048 0.045 0.041 0.006
R.ell 0.048 0.043 0.043 0.043 0.048 0.059 0.057 0.055 0.057 0.062 0.057 0.059 0.059 0.057 0.055 0.050 0.043 0.048
R. kaw 0.043 0.039 0.039 0.039 0.043 0.052 0.050 0.048 0.050 0.054 0.050 0.052 0.052 0.050 0.048 0.045 0.043 0.047 0.050
G ito 0.193 0.196 0.196 0.196 0.201 0.195 0.193 0.196 0.193 0.198 0.193 0.196 0.195 0.192 0.190 0.195 0.201 0.204 0.202 0.203
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Fig. 3. A dendrogram of 20 species of genus Rhododendron in Taiwan obtained
from sequence comparison of ITS region of rDNA. The abbreviations of
Rhododendron species were shown in Table1.
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The Genetic Relationship of Rhododendron
(Ericaceae) in Taiwan Based on the Sequence of
Internal Transcribed Spacer of Ribosomal DNA

Chi-Chu Tsai and Ping-Long Huang’
Abstract

Genetic relationship of 20 Rhododendron species in Taiwan was derived
based on the sequence analysis of the internal transcribed spacer(ITS)
region of ribosomal DNA. Sequences of complete ITS region, including ITS1,
5.8S rDNA, and ITS2, were obtained by direct sequencing of polymerase chain
reaction(PCR)amplified fragments. Gaultheria itoana was used as outgroup.
Aligned sequences of ITS1 and ITS2 from 21 taxa resulted in 493 characters.
According to the dendrogram, six main clusters were generated among 20
species of genus Rhododendon in Taiwan. R. hyperythrum, R. morri, R.
formosanum, and R. pseudochrysanthum are grouped with R. rubropunctatum; R.
lamprophyllum are grouped with R. ovatum; R. lasiostylum, R. rubropilosum, R.
kanehirai, R. breviperulatum, R. oldhamii, R. noriakianum, R. nakaharai, R.
taiwanalpinum, and R. longiperulatum are grouped with R. simsii. In addition, R.
kawakamii, R. ellipticum and R. mariesii are three independent clusters.
Molecular data from ITS sequences in the present study is in agreement with
traditional systematics of Rhododendron.

Key words: Rhododendron, genetic relationship, rDNA, ITS, PCR.
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